A meeting of the Jasper County Plan Commission was held Monday, May 16,
2022 at 7:00 pm. in the Commissioners’ Room of the Jasper County Courthouse,
Rensselaer, Indiana. Members present: Dave Webb, Bryan Overstreet, Jim Walstra,
Justin Rodibaugh and Steve Jordan. Also present: William T. Sammons, Law Offices of
William T. Sammons P.C., Mary Scheurich, Director of Planning and Development and
Kelli Standish, Secretary. Absent was: Jim Martin, Kent Korniak, Todd Peterson and
Vince Urbano.

Meeting was called to order by Board Vice President Bryan Overstreet. The
Pledge of Allegiance was recited. The first order of business was the call for approval of
the April 2022 minutes.

Steve Jordan made the motion to approve the April 2022 minutes. Motion was
seconded by Jim Walstra and carried unanimously.

Rezone Cause#PC-4-22

Applicant: The Law Office of Clifford M. Robinson LLC
Landowner: Richard and Judy Berenda

Location: Sec.7-29-7 — Newton Twp. — 200S. & 1150W. SE Corner
Use: Rezone Al to A2

Public hearing held pursuant to notice published May 5, 2022 in the Rensselaer
Republican, a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in Jasper County,
Indiana; also pursuant to notice to adjacent landowners. All as shown by the affidavit of
Janet Echlin, Clerk of the Rensselaer Republican.

Attorney Cliff Robinson was present and stated that he is representing the
Landowners. They are requesting to rezone 16.263 acres from Al to A2. If the rezone is
approved then they will file for a Simple Subdivision of 3 lots. The proposed lots will be
5 acres in size and they plan to have covenant’s for the proposed subdivision. There are a
few homes in the area.

Bryan Overstreet asked if anyone present had any opposition to the application.

Dale and Kim Hitchcock were present and stated that ever since the Dairy Farms
have come to the area they have been broken into. There have been vehicles stolen in the
area. When you add more people to an area you also add more problems. They are not
opposed to someone building on family property, but they are opposed to a Subdivision.
What can happen to the property once it’s rezoned to A2? They are concerned about the
watershed that goes to the West of the property. Every time we get a hard rain it washes
the road out.

Mary Scheurich replied that once the property is rezoned to A2 they could do 2
acre lots.



Attorney Cliff Robinson replied that if the rezone is approved they are proposing
a simple subdivision that will be 5 acres in size. The proposed area is not a highly
productive agricultural area that is why they chose this area.

Julie Leichty was present and stated that she is one of the Trustee’s at the Burr
Oak Mennonite Church. The Trustee board had a meeting regarding the proposed rezone
and 2/3 of the Trustees are opposed to the rezoning and 1/3 is in favor of the rezoning.

Attorney Cliff Robinson stated that he feels the proposed lots are needed in the
County since it is hard to find lots available to build on.

Dale Hitchcock stated that there is a piece of property to the west of the proposed
application that hasn’t been built on because it is wet.

Attorney Sammons stated that for a rezone application the board members need to
take these factors into consideration: I. The Jasper County Comprehensive Plan. II.
Current conditions and the character or current structures and uses in each district. I1.
The most desirable use for which the land in each district is adapted. V. The
conservation of property values throughout the jurisdiction. V. Responsible development
and growth.

Justin Rodibaugh asked once a property is zoned A2 can they subdivide the
property again.

Mary Scheurich replied affirmatively.

Jim Walstra stated that the proposed rezone is in the middle of nowhere and there
are not that many homes in the area.

Dave Webb made a motion to make an unfavorable recommendation to the Board
of County Commissioners based on our Comprehensive Plan. Motion was seconded by
Justin Rodibaugh and carried unanimously.

Cause#PC-5-22

Amendment to the Jasper County UDO: Section: 20.50.120 AR-02 Single-Family &
Multiple-family residential architectural standards.

Public hearing held pursuant to notice published May 5, 2022 in the Rensselaer
Republican, a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in Jasper County,
Indiana; also pursuant to notice to adjacent landowners. All as shown by the affidavit of
Janet Echlin, Clerk of the Rensselaer Republican.

Mary Scheurich stated that it has been brought to her attention from a customer
that in the residential zoning districts we require in our UDO a roof minimum five (5)
vertical units to twelve (12) horizontal units (5:12 pitch) on a primary structure. This



particular customer wants to build a home that does not have the 5:12 pitch. They are in a
subdivision that has a covenant and they meet with the architectural control committee
for the subdivision who has no problem with him not doing that pitch. Her thoughts are
why as Plan Commission members are we telling them what they can and can’t do as far
as the architectural standard of their structure. They have to meet the International
Residential Code for snow load, etc. Another one is minimum garage capacity, minimum
two-car, attached or detached garage is required for all single-family detached dwellings
and duplex dwellings. Our office does not approve or enforce covenants why would we
enforce this?

Jim Walstra agrees that they shouldn’t have to enforce these things when there are
already codes/covenants you have to go by.

Dave Webb made the motion to remove Section: 20.50.120 AR-02 Single-Family
& Multiple-family residential architectural standards from the UDO. Motion was
seconded by Steve Jordan and carried unanimously.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, meeting was adjourned.

A TRUE RECORD;

Bryan Overstreet, Vice President



