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A meeting of the Jasper County Plan Commission was held Monday, February 28, 

2022 at 7:00 pm. at the Annex Meeting Room at 910S. Sparling Avenue, Rensselaer, 

Indiana. Members present: Kent Korniak, Vince Urbano, Todd Peterson, Dave Webb, 

Bryan Overstreet, Jim Martin, Justin Rodibaugh and Steve Jordan. Also present: William 

T. Sammons, Law Offices of William T. Sammons P.C., Mary Scheurich, Director of 

Planning and Development and Kelli Standish, Secretary. Absent was: Jim Walstra. 

 

 Meeting was called to order by Board President Kent Korniak. The Pledge of 

Allegiance was recited. The first order of business was the call for approval of the 

December 2021 minutes. 

 

 Todd Peterson made the motion to approve the December 2021 minutes. Motion 

was seconded by Vince Urbano and carried unanimously. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Election of Officers for 2022 

 

 Motion was made by Vince Urbano and seconded by Todd Peterson to retain the 

same officers from the previous year. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 Officers for 2022 are as follows: 

 

 President ---------------------------------------------------- Kent Korniak 

 Vice President ---------------------------------------------- Bryan Overstreet 

 Secretary ---------------------------------------------------- Jim Martin 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Rezone        Cause#PC-1-22 

 

Applicant: Nelson & Sandra Schoon 

Landowner: R.S. Kikkert Farms, LLC 

Location: Sec.15-31-7 – Keener Twp. – 800W. & St.Rd. 10 SW Corner 

Use: Rezone A1 to I2 (Meat processing plant) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Public hearing held pursuant to notice published February 10, 2022 in the Rensselaer 

Republican, a newspaper of general circulation printed and published in Jasper County, 

Indiana; also pursuant to notice to adjacent landowners. All as shown by the affidavit of 

Janet Echlin, Clerk of the Rensselaer Republican. 

 

 Nelson Schoon was present and stated that he is requesting to rezone 7 acres from 

A1 to I2 for the purpose of constructing a meat processing plant. He is a certified 

financial planner and does mostly small business and farms. It was through his clients 

that he learned that the farmers were having a hard time getting their livestock processed. 

He started a two year research of what was going on. Once people found out that he was 

looking into opening a meat processing plant he has had people come to him asking to 

help him with this. The proposed plant will be able to process 100 beef per week (5,000 

per year) and they will process 15 to 20 pigs per week. The beef will be 75% custom 

processing, which means the farmer brings the animal in and has his own customers, they 
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just process it and package it and they/the customer picks it up. The other 25% will be 

custom processing they will buy the meat from the farmers and they will process it and 

sell it as freezer beef or for retail. They are proposing to construct a 12,000 sq. ft building 

at this time with a retail area. This facility will be USDA inspected. The reason why they 

have chosen this area for the proposed facility is because they can tie in to the sewer line 

that was just put in by the Town of DeMotte along St.Rd. 10 to the truck stops. This 

means they will not have a septic field or a lagoon system. Since they can tie into the 

waterlines they will not need to drill a well. They will not have any animals housed 

overnight there. All the animals that will be processed will be brought in that same day. 

There will be no outside pens only inside. They have considered the traffic on St.Rd. 10 

therefore they will have their entrance/exit on 800W. They plan to have a very attractive 

exterior that will not look like a meat processing plant. They will impact 200-300 farmers 

and they will have approximately 30 employees.  

 

 Bryan Overstreet stated that with other meat plants there is usually an odor. How 

do you plan to control the odor for this one? 

 

 Nelson Schoon replied that, that is one of the reasons they want to be USDA 

approved so they will be inspected. They also feel by not having the animals housed 

overnight this will control the odor.  

 

 Kent Korniak asked if they will be using ammonia for the refrigeration of the 

building. 

 

 Nelson Schoon replied that they will not be using ammonia, just freon.  

 

 Vince Urbano stated that he was on site with Mr. Schoon and Mr. Eastridge and 

he feels the proposed application is a good fit for this area. There is a demand for this 

type of business.  

 

 Kent Korniak stated that according to the development plan it shows there is an 

expansion area to the proposed building. Has that been considered into the capacity of the 

building and heating and air. If they do add the expansion will that increase the number 

of animals you will have there per week? What are the hours of operations? What other 

approvals will they need to obtain for a business like this? 

 

 Nelson Schoon replied that they have considered the expansion of the proposed 

building. They are not sure if they will need the expansion or not but if they would add 

the expansion that would increase the number of animals per week. Their hours will be 7-

5, they will have people coming in for different shifts. They will have to Environmental 

approvals.  

 

 Mary Scheurich replied that they will have to obtain State approval for the 

proposed business. 

 

 Kent Korniak asked if they will have to obtain drainage board approval. 
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 Vince Urbano replied affirmatively.  

 

 Kent Korniak asked if anyone present had any opposition to the application. 

 

 Joseph Myers was present and wanted to know about the light pollution since 

most business have outdoor lighting around their buildings.  

 

 Nelson Schoon replied that the lighting pollution will be what the County and the 

State allows them to have. There will be security lights. 

 

 Stephen Eastridge was present and stated that he is from the Jasper County 

Economic Development Organization. In the Fall of 2020 the County Commissioners did 

work with the Town of DeMotte to extend the water/waste water facilities from South of 

DeMotte to the Interstate. The purpose for that was to drive development to the area.  

 

 Kirsten Mayhew was present and stated that they understand about the growth for 

the County but also have the new growth be considerate. She has been concerned about 

the existing traffic and now there will be more added traffic. She also wanted to know 

about the light pollution. With them being next to Castongia’s Dealership their lights are 

on all the time.  

 

 Dave Webb made the motion to recommend approval of the rezoning from A1 to 

I2 to the Board of County Commissioners. Motion was seconded by Vince Urbano and 

carried unanimously.  

_______________________________________________________________________ 

Upon motion duly made and seconded, meeting was adjourned. 

 

A TRUE RECORD; 

 

__________________________ 

       Kent Korniak, President  


