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The Jasper County Commissioners met this date at 8:30 AM. C.S.T at 910 S Sparling Ave.,
Rensselaer, Indiana with the following members present: Rein Bontreger, Craig Standish and Ryan
Hilton. Also present were Auditor Diana Boersma Deputy Auditor Cynthia Slaughter and Eric
Beaver the Attorney that represents the Commissioners. Mr. Bontreger stated he was excited to be
in the new space without the pole in the room. Those present stood and recited the Pledge of
Allegiance led by Mr. Bontreger. There was a brief moment of silence following the Pledge.

CLAIMS: Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the claims from April 7, 2025, as presented.
Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was carried. Mr. Standish stated that a $20,000 payment on
the remote and regular claims, to his understanding was to be paid out of tourism, this was a capital
project grant for the feasibility study for the fairgrounds proposed arena. Mr. Standish made a
motion to approve the remote and regular claims with the notation concerning the $20,000 with
Auditor Boersma looking into if a reimbursement from tourism would need to occur. Mr. Hilton
seconded and the motion was carried. Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the highway claims
as presented. Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was carried. Mr. Standish made a motion to
approve, as presented, the prepay claims. Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was carried.

PAYROLIL CLAIMS: Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the payroll claims with checks dated
4/15/2025 and 4/30/2025, as presented, Mr. Standish seconded and the motion was carried.

ROOQF BIDS:

Mr. Bontreger stated the Health Department received two roof bids; from FBi Builders and
Hamstra Group. FBi Builders had a total bid of $107,640 for a standing seam metal roof, exposed
fasteners, and a lifespan of fifty plus years. Mr. Bontreger stated that will be good we will never
have to worry about that again. Mr. Bontreger stated Hamstra Group had a bid for equivalent
material and was $123,500. Mr. Hilton made a motion to accept the Farm Builders (FB1) bid of
$107,640 for the Health Department as presented. Mr. Standish seconded and the motion was
carried.

Mr. Bontreger stated the Extension/Surveyors office received two roof bids; both bids were for the
same materials, standing seam metal roof. Mr. Bontreger stated the Farm Builders (FB1) bid was
$52,740. Mr. Bontreger stated the Hamstra Group bid, option 2, was for $97,500. Mr. Standish
made the motion to accept the FBi bid of $52,740. Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was carried.

M. Bontreger stated a bid for the Jasper County EMS building in Remington had been received a
bid of $49,000 and some change. The bid was for a 25-year shingle from Quad County Roofing,
which is also a Jasper County Company. Mr. Hilton made a motion to accept the bid as presented.
Mr. Standish seconded and the motion was carried.

SHERIFF WILLIAMSON: Sheriff Williamson said there is a Sheriff Tactical team that spans
three counties; White, Jasper, and Newton as well as Demotte, Monon, and Rensselaer PD. Sheriff
Williamson stated the tactical team was established so that they could respond to calls in this three-
county area quickly and efficiently and that the team has been around since the nineties. The
tactical team handles calls from all 3 counties. Sheriff Williamson stated there is a request from
Monticello fire paramedics who respond to the teams call outs as the teams medical. Sheriff
Williamson stated the Monticello Fire Department, paramedics, has requested one of the Sheriff
Departments older Tahoe’s. Sheriff Williamson stated they have a Tahoe, a 2013 with 181,000
miles on it, that they would like to transfer to the Monticello Fire Department and that they could
use it to respond to the teams call outs whether it be in White, Jasper, or Newton County. Sheriff
Williamson stated this request was made so that they don’t have to drive their own vehicles and
can make a chase vehicle similar to what Rensselaer has in its ambulance service. Sheriff
Williamson said the Tahoe’s are at the end of life for them and will have to be auctioned off.
Sheriff William stated there are two of them. This Tahoe is the one that they have chosen to give
them if they get approval from the Commissioners. Mr. Bontreger asked if this vehicle will only
be used for tactical team responses or they can use it anytime they want for whatever they want.
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SHERIFF WILLIAMSON CONT’D: Sheriff Williamson stated they could, but primarily it’s for
them to respond to their calls. He stated they have had calls in Northern Newton County where
they have responded in their own private vehicles and they would like to have their medications
and other stuff on board. Mr. Bontreger asked if we have had anything like this before. Sheriff
Williamson stated back when the ambulance services were in county they made a chase vehicle
for them. Sheriff Williamson stated he remembered Brandon Oliver responding to scenes for
tactical response. Sheriff Williamson stated out of county they are the only paramedics they have.
Sheriff Williamson stated over the years they have transferred different property to different
entities, whether it be Demotte or whoever, that way they could use some of their older stuff instead
of having to auction it. Sheriff Williamson stated it saves them from having to buy or look for a
vehicle. Sheriff Williamson stated they keep vehicles maintained. Sheriff Williamson stated this
vehicle is a twelve-year-old 2013 with 181,000 miles. Mr. Standish asked what the timeline is for
the final vehicle coming out of service. Sheriff Williamson stated when they get new cars they
rotate one out and it would be ready when needed. Mr. Bontreger stated they may not only have a
Tahoe but one or two Chargers. Mr. Standish asked if there were any pickups. Sheriff Williamson
stated there are a couple in the pool now. Sheriff Williamson stated they try to get 175,000 miles
out of the pickups and Tahoe’s but they are still viable after that for a few miles. Mr. Bontreger
stated he knows there is mutual handshake/aid back and forth between counties and departments
so he has no problem with it. Mr. Haberlin asked if the vehicle comes back to the Sheriffs
department when they are done with it. Sheriff Williamson stated no, it would be transferred over
to them, they would own it and have their own insurance. Sheriff Williamson stated the vehicle
would be transferred over to Monticello Fire, the fire department has over 20 paramedics, and a
bill of sale or transfer would be made.

Attomey Beaver stated this has been done before. Attorney Beaver stated there is a statue that
provides that if each government entity passes identical resolutions, then property can be
transferred from one to another and that can be done with another county’s government entity as
well. Attorney Beaver stated this would be a $0 transfer and could be done by an oral vote today
by the Jasper County Board of Commissioners. Attorney Beaver stated he can prepare a resolution
for reading to sign that would be identical to whatever is passed by the town of Monticello unless
they have their own political subdivisions that does the fire department for them. Attorney Beaver
stated once both resolutions are signed and exchanged the bill of sale can be signed by the Sheriff
and the vehicle can be transferred. Mr. Hilton stated once this is all said and done do they retain
ownership, whether it’s a $0 or $5,000 value they would inherit that. Attorney Beaver stated that
1s correct.

Mr. Standish stated he would like to see something be sent out to all county users in an email to
see if there is anyone within Jasper County that needs a different vehicle and maybe go to them
first and possible the vehicle they have could then be transferred to Monticello. Mr. Standish would
like to see the better of the two stay within Jasper County for use. Sheriff Williamson stated the
other Tahoe they have has less miles and the one they are requesting to transfer has the most miles.
Mr. Bontreger stated he would entertain a motion to approve the transfer of this vehicle, pending
the review of the county departments needs with the lesser of the vehicles to go to Monticello. Mr.
Bontreger stated Monticello will get a vehicle, whichever one is deemed to be less desirable for
us. Mr. Standish made the motion that Monticello will get a vehicle, whichever one is deemed to
be less desirable for Jasper County. Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was carried.

Sheriff Williamson stated he has a corrections officer that is relocating out of the area that will
need replaced. Sheriff Williamson stated there is another corrections officer that resigned and he
will need to replace that person as well. Sheriff Williams stated there is a road patrol officer who
has applied for a position with Carmel PD and short of the officer not passing his psych exam and
so forth he is going to be hired there by the middle of this month and will be leaving the department.
Sheriff Williamson requested approval to replace two jail correctional officer vacancies and the




REGULAR MEETING OF THE JASPER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MAY 5, 2025
PAGE 34

SHERIFF WILLIAMSON CONT’D: road officer vacancy. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve
the Sheriffs request. Mr. Standish seconded and the motion was carried.

Sheriff Williamson stated they have their chiller up and running and doing pretty good. They have
had a little bit of issue with the fluctuation in electric recently with the city’s back feed from
NIPSCO and a fluctuation that he thinks might be the solar and they are working on theses issues.
Mr. Bontreger asked if there was any residual damage from the back feed. Mr. Bontreger stated
he knew there were a lot of surge protectors that got hit. Sheriff Williamson stated they thought it
blew the motherboard on the generator and were dark and dead in the water with no electric.
Sheriff Williamson stated the dispatch center was running off of battery. Sheriff Williamson stated
they had to reset the generator. Sheriff Williamson stated the back feed affected two helper pumps.
These helper pumps add more pressure to the water because they the department 1s located so far
away from the water towers. Sheriff Williamson stated they were able to manually set those and
there didn’t appear to be a whole lot of damage.

CCMG PROJECT BIDS: Mr. Haberlin stated that they advertised that the CCMG bid opening
would occur at 9:00 and it was now 9:00. Mr. Hilton opened the bids. Mr. Hilton opened a bid
from Town and Country Construction totaling $1,957,388. Mr. Hilton opened a bid from DC
Construction Services totaling $2,147,748.12. Mr. Haberlin asked, that is for DC who? Mr. Hilton
stated it was from DC Construction Services. Mr. Bontreger stated don’t forget the twelve cents,
account for every dollar. Mr. Hilton opened a bid from Milestone Contractors totaling $2,126,636.
Mr. Bontreger stated the bids received were as follows; Town and Country Construction
$1.957.388, DC Construction Services $2,147,748.12, and Milestone Contractors $2,126,636.

Mr. Haberlin stated those are very good, tight bids, for this kind of money. Mr. Haberlin stated
now, normally what they do, they take it under advisement. He stated he and Jake will go through
to make sure all the I’s are crossed. Mr. Haberlin stated after that Eric (Beaver) will review it to
make sure it has all of his stuff and then later today, before they leave, they will award the bid.
Mr. Standish asked Mr. Haberlin, if this one of those deals like before where they approve all 3 of
them? Mr. Haberlin stated absolutely not. Mr. Standish stated he did not know because they did
it early this year. Mr. Haberlin stated, grant money. Mr. Bontreger stated they did that for
materials but with grant money they have to pick one. Mr. Bontreger stated he would entertain a
motion to accept these under advisement, to then make the final decision pending engineering and
legal review. Mr. Standish made a motion to accept these under advisement then make the final
decision pending engineering and legal review. Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was carried.
Mr. Bontreger informed Mr. Haberlin to bring them back the information for the final decision.

Mr. Haberlin stated after review Town and County was the low bid and the paperwork and contract
are good. Mr. Haberlin stated he recommends they approve Town and Country to do the CCMG
project. Mr. Standish made the motion to accept the bid from Town and Country based on the
recommendation of the County Engineer Jack Haberlin. Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was
carried.

CORORNER BOERSMA: Mr. Boersma stated he was here with the forensic center update. Mr.
Boersma stated they received the proposal of the examination of the building at the north end. Mr.
Boersma stated the committee has to get together and review that but it seems that everything that
Structure Point Company from Indianapolis found was pretty much general old maintenance stuff
that needed to be done. He stated he was not aware the fire extinguishers have not had anything
done with them since >23. Mr. Boersma stated that generally when they come to the Fase Center
they come across to them but apparently that has not happened and this needs to be addressed as
quickly as possible.

Mr. Boersma stated once the committee gets together, he and Craig will get with everybody and
review all of it and come back with another type of proposal to the Commissioners and the Council.
M. Bontreger stated just to touch on that, that report was to determine the general condition of the
building to see if it is good enough to add on to or whatever is needed. Mr. Boersma stated correct.
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CORORNER BOERSMA CONT’D: Mr. Boersma stated anything that he had concerns about with
the west side of the building, if they add on to that side of the building, the west side, that area
would be removed and they could repair anything that was bad at that point. Mr. Boersma stated
the general consensus of it was that it was in pretty good shape, other than maintenance. Mr.
Boersma stated he thinks it was around $80,000 worth of updated maintenance that is needed and
should be done in the next 2 to 5 years. Mr. Standish stated this was at a 4% inflation factor to give
you the 5-year period. Mr. Standish stated this was $80,000 and the other building they looked at
was $102,000. He stated this was a $22,000 difference. Mr. Boersma stated this was a post frame
building versus a building with footing and foundation.

Mr. Boersma handed a piece of paper to Mr. Bontreger, Mr. Hilton, and Mr. Standish. Mr. Boersma
stated it has a patient’s name on it and must be destroyed so he will be collecting the papers after
the meeting. He stated this is regarding a case that took place within the county of a very young
individual. Mr. Boersma stated pathology requested that they do more then a standard autopsy.
He stated it was under this advisement that they did a group of x-rays and some magnetic resolution
imaging. Mr. Boersma stated they will see that this is the bill from Franciscan Hospital for the
imaging and x-rays and came to $5,991. Mr. Boersma stated he would like to know, since the
coroner’s office does not have to budget its toxicology, pathology and so on, is this something that
they want to be paid for out of the commissioner’s budget or does he need to re-appropriate? M.
Boersma asked, what does he need to do for something of this nature? He stated the commuissioners
have paid bills in the past that were his but he does not know how they want to handle this one.
Mr. Standish asked what was done in the past and Mr. Bontreger stated he does not recall. Mr.
Boersma stated there has not been an issue like this for a while. Mr. Bontreger stated they will
have to have a conversation with the Auditor, to see if they do pay for it where do they pay it from.

Mr. Boersma stated he has been working with the county’s handbook people, the attorney that
writes the County Handbook, regarding the Chief Deputy line that they gave him. Mr. Boersma
thanked the council for funding that. He stated he found out by using the word Chief in there,
instead of First Deputy, that person is not allowed to save/use comp time. He stated Lori with the
attorney suggested they use First Deputy instead of Chief Deputy because Chief Deputy isa
political appointment. Mr. Boersma stated since it is a political appointment it can be hacked if a
new corner comes in and all that money that was spent to educate them and put them through class
would be gone. Mr. Boersma stated Lori suggested he go to the commissioners and request to
change the name from Chief to First. Mr. Bontrager asked if anyone would like to make the motion
to change the title of the coroner’s assistant from Chief Deputy to First Deputy. Mr. Standish
asked if this would allow comp time. Mr. Boersma stated this would allow that position to use
comp time, for example if he needed to go to the doctor he could use comp time to cover it. Mr.
Standish asked if he was a fulltime employee and currently gets sick days/personal days. Mr.
Boersma stated yes, he does and they just need to change the verbiage. Mr. Hilton made the motion
to amend the title of the coroner’s assistant from Chief Deputy to First Deputy. Mr. Bontrager
stated the intention was not to make the position a political one. Mr. Standish seconded and the
motion carried.

M. Boersma stated he wanted to make sure everyone was aware that State Road 49 will be closed
and this means that 100 West will be a thoroughfare back and forth from the north and south end
for emergency vehicles. Mr. Boersma stated he was on 100 West last night and it is really rough.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT KRISTEN LOUCK: Mr. Bontreger thanked Ms. Louck for overseeing
this project. Ms. Louck stated a couple months ago there was a conversation that started in her
office from other offices, not within the county, but outside the county in regards to AEDs. Ms.
Louck stated they had some HFI money which we all know that downstate is cutting. Ms. Lock
stated she thought they should have the discussion within the county to make sure our AEDs are
all up to date before we start trying to help other people and that led to a discussion with Craig
who had a meeting with Wildman. Wildman would come in and provide AEDs at a cost. She
stated this is just information for the commissioners and at some point, they will need to decide on
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT KRISTEN LOUCK CONT’D: what they would want to do. Ms. Louck
stated she counted thirty-eight units but that number would depend on if the county highway
needed more then one and if Community Corrections needed more than one. Ms. Louck stated
highway currently has none and Community Corrections has one. She stated the list includes three
for the library’s, two for the health department, and one for the north annex. Ms. Louck stated the
problem they are finding is that there are AEDs within these offices but we don’t know who is
maintaining them, the batteries and pads, and things like that. Ms. Louck stated they might want
to get them all on the same page with maintenance. She stated animal control does not have any
and two are probably needed in the prosecutor’s office, one upstairs and one downstairs. The
surveyor and extension office could probably have one unless Vince thinks they need a second
one. Ms. Louck stated the big number is with the Sheriff who needs four for his building and
seventeen on the road in each of his vehicles. Ms. Louck stated the nice thing about Wildman is
that Greg is here to give them some information. Ms. Louck stated the good thing with Wild Man
is they replace the pads and batteries at no cost, however, the price tag for a 3-year lease is $85 per
unit per month. Ms. Louck stated this would be about $3,230 per month on AEDs. Mr. Standish
asked how much are they to buy. Ms. Louck stated depending on which ones you buy it will
roughly cost you between $1,200 and $1,500. Ms. Louck stated pads are a couple hundred dollars
and batteries are $500 to $600 if not more. Mr. Standish stated then someone has to be responsible
to check them every month. Ms. Louck stated yes, they should be checked every month to make
sure that they are operational, that their batteries are good, and the pads are not expired. Ms. Lock
stated you also have liability as well, if we go to use one of those within the county that no one
has checked or the batteries are dead, could we be liable for not having that checked? Ms. Louck
stated that would be an Eric (Beaver) question and it is now out of her hands. Ms. Louck stated if
you have any questions Greg from Wildman is here.

Greg from Wildman stated they are proposing a cost savings for a 5-year lease agreement versus
a 3-year agreement. Greg stated the lease covers the cabinet, the unit, programming, updates,
training, everything is covered. Greg stated if any unit has been utilized due to someone having a
heart attack, they will come in and reprogram it, and pull the printouts that you need for workmen’s
comp. Greg stated they guarantee they will be checked monthly so there is no guess as to when it
was checked or to walk into a building and find a unit completely dead because no one has kept
up with it. He stated Wildman takes full responsibility. Greg stated they have been in business
since 1952 and would be servicing out of Griffith. Gregg stated they are a local family owned
company and the city of Rensselaer is utilizing their services as well as many other companies
around. Gregg stated Zoll is a very easy to use defibrillator and is one of the industry leaders.
Greg stated, as noted in the brochures he has passed out, when a person has a heart attack for every
minute that they are not being given CPR the likelihood of them living decreases 10%. Gregg
noted this statistic is from the American Heart Association. Gregg stated the average lead time for
an ambulance to get to someone who is suffering a heart attack is 8 to 12 minutes and having a
defibrillator to give proper CPR increases the likelihood of the person surviving 90%. Greg stated
they are a lifesaver, if some of you remember the Cincinnati Bengals had a young man on their
field who collapsed, and that this young man was saved by a defibrillator. They were able to revive
him and he is now continuing his career as a football player. Gregg stated there have been
numerous incidences in the state of Indiana with athletes having issues on the basketball/football
field. Gregg stated he is here to answer any questions.

Mr. Bontreger asked what the difference in pricing was for the five year. Gregg stated for the five
year the price is $70 per unit and for the three year it is $85. Gregg stated these are brand new
units and they take full care of them; the pads and batteries normally have a five-year life and are
checked monthly. Gregg stated for those that need cabinets which he would recommend in the
buildings such as this, that you have a cabinet to keep it clean and protected but obviously in squad
cars you would not have a cabinet but the unit would come with an easy carry case and Workmen
would maintain that as well.
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HEALTH DEPARTMENT KRISTEN LOUCK CONT’D: Mr. Bontreger asked the Sheriff who
currently maintains theirs. Sheriff Williamson stated they maintain them and replace the
pads/batteries as needed. Mr. Bontrager asked what would you guess on replacement for battery?
Sheriff Williamson stated they carry the Heartsine and it serves their purpose and they use them
regularly. Sheriff Williamson stated Jason Wallace maintains their units. Mr. Wallace stated when
you have a battery go bad or pad use you are getting the full thing, it costs a couple of hundred
dollar, and one to two per month are being replaced. Mr. Wallace stated he had a question on how
the monthly check would work in the squad cars, how would that happen. Gregg stated, for the
city, what they do is they let them know what day of the month they will be in and they will pull
those units out of the squad cars to check because they can’t chase the squad cars down and this is
working well. Mr. Wallace stated both are a real good company, they are pricey, but they would
alleviate a lot of his work. If they get on with the county it might be beneficial but that is a big
price tag. Mr. Haberlin asked who does the one at the courthouse. Mr. Standish stated there are
three. Mr. Wallace stated they would check monthly. Gregg stated they actually tag each unit so if
you would go into a building and inspect it you would know when it was checked because they
sign and date everything.

Mr. Bontreger asked if Gregg would be able to provide our attorney with a copy of what the
contract would look like so if they decide to make a decision on this next month all that review
will be taken care of. Gregg stated he can leave that with Kristen (Louck) today.

ANIMAL CONTROL: Mr. Bontreger stated he got a message from Tori with Animal Control that
asked to table her request until next month. Mr. Bontreger stated she said she wanted some of her
board members to be present and to please add Animal Control to next month’s agenda.

BRIAN HANNON/GRACE POINT RESOURCE CENTER: Mr. Hannon stated he is the director
of Grace Point Resource Center in Renssclaer. Mr. Hannon thanked the board for the opportunity
to share this morping. Mr. Hannon stated he is here to share about the work that they are doing to
combat the addiction problem in our county and to request support from the Opioid Fund to help
them continue and also expand their efforts. Mr. Hannon stated he is going to read their mission
statement because it explains what they do and why they do it; Grace Point Resource center exists
to offer hope and help to our community by equipping people to face the challenges of their daily
lives through biblical counseling, group mentoring classes, and other practical resources and
training. Mr. Hannon stated they help people with many different life challenges besides just
addiction. Mr. Hannon stated they help people with things like marriage, parenting concerns,
anxiety, depression, anger, grief, suicidal thoughts, and things like these. He stated no matter what
someone’s struggle might be, they have resources available to help them. Mr. Hannon stated they
are located at 204 Washington Street and have been there for about five and a half years. He stated
since the time that they opened until now they have served over 1,800 people in our community
and have had over 13,000 interactions with those people. He stated they have offered over 4,300
hours of free counseling and 3,800 hours of free class time. He said as he has already mentioned,
all of their services are free and they are fully supported by grants and donations from the
comumunity, they are a nonprofit organization. Mr. Hannon stated if they are awarded these funds,
they would be used to help offset the cost of their program supplies and operating expenses that
are essential for them to be able to offer these services to our community.

Mr. Hannon stated they offer two primary types of care. One type of care is preventative care and
the other is remedial care. He stated preventative care means providing support and resources to
help individuals manage challenges like grief, anxiety, and depression in healthy ways, before they
turn to things like substance abuse to try to help them deal with their struggles. Mr. Hannon stated
while addiction looks similar on the outside, everybody’s story is unique and they seek to address
the root causes as early as possible, hopefully to prevent people from actually going down the path
of addiction. Mr. Hannon stated remedial care is when they enter into the lives of those who are
directly already struggling with addition, to try to help them, to find a way out and to develop new
ways of living. He stated there are three primary resources that they have available. The first is
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BRIAN HANNON/GRACE POINT RESQURCE CENTER CONT’D: individual counseling
offered by appointment. He stated no matter what someone’s struggle might be, they offer weekly
sessions with them which typically lasts for eight to twelve weeks depending on the person and
their needs. Mr. Hannon stated they work with people as long as they need the help so they do not
have any limit on the times that they will meet with people. He stated everyone who struggles
with addiction has something in their past that has been hard for them to deal with. Mr. Hannon
stated in most cases things like loss, abuse, or other forms of trauma are very common and the
counselors work hard to get to the root of the problem to try to have a real solution. He stated all
of the counselors complete a rigorous eighteen-month certification process through the Association
of Certified Biblical Counselors. Mr. Hannon stated they currently have eight certified counselors
and are hoping to add a couple more by the end of this year. He stated one of their counselors has
received extra specialization in addiction counseling. Mr. Hannon stated the second thing they
offer is group classes on various topics at various times. He stated one of the most important ones
that they have offered to the community is their grief classes. Mr. Hannon stated everybody has
experienced a time of grief and what they have found is that those struggling with addiction almost
always have some sort of loss in their background that they have not actually worked through yet
and that sometimes this is one of the root issues leading them to addiction. He stated they also
offer classes on anxiety, parenting, and marriage. Mr. Hannon stated they also offer quarterly CPR
classes to the community and in that they include training on how to use Narcan in the case of an
overdose. Mr. Hannon stated the third thing they do is offer books and booklets on addiction and
many other issues, they have hundreds of these resources. He stated if someone is struggling but
they do not want to come to a class, or they did not want to attend a counseling session they have
books and pamphlets that they could come and get that they could read themselves.

Mr. Hannon stated regarding their help with addiction last year, 2024, they offered 974 total hours
of free counseling and about 130 of those hours were with those struggling with addiction. He
stated in 2024 they also offered 562 total free class hours.

Mr. Hannon stated he wanted to read a testimony from one particular person that they had the
opportunity to counsel who was struggling with addiction and who finished their time with them,
“T"ve stayed sobor off drugs and alcohol. I’'m holding down a job paying my debts. I'm being the
mother God wants me to be for my children and I’m letting go of my past and moving forward
with God.”

Mr. Hannon stated, in conclusion, they offer three practical resources that directly impact the
addiction problem in our county by increasing access to critically needed services at no cost to our
participants. He stated they are requesting $10,000 from the Opioid Fund to help them continue to
offer these resources for free to those who need them.

Mr. Bontreger asked Mr. Hannon what the demographics are of those they help, is it across the
spectrum or a specific segment? Mr. Hannon stated it is across the spectrum. Mr. Bontreger stated
both men and women he would assume. Mr. Hannon stated yes. Mr. Hannon stated a lot of people
come to them because they cannot afford the services elsewhere and that is one of the reasons that
a lot of people do come to them initially. Mr. Bontreger asked what are your hours? Mr. Hannon
stated their office is open Monday through Thursday from 8 to 5, and then their counseling sessions
are normally scheduled on Tuesdays and Thursdays from basically 8 in the morning until 8 at
night. He stated they have the opportunity to expand the days and the times that are available and
if someone has a specific case in which they really want the help but they can’t come in on Tuesday
or Thursday they will adjust accordingly to help people.

Mr. Standish stated he knows Mr. Hannon stated they are a not for profit but roughly what does it
take to operate the business. Mr. Hannon stated he brought some budgets and is happy to share
that. He stated their budget for this year is $72,100. Mr. Hannon stated most of their counselors
and staff are volunteers, they have about 25 volunteers that serve in their ministry so that is the
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BRIAN HANNON/GRACE POINT RESOURCE CENTER CONT’D: reason they are able to
operate at that cost. Mr. Bontreger stated that looks pretty efficient and Mr. Standish stated that is
what he was thinking to, that it is a pretty tight belt.

Mr. Standish asked if they receive donations from throughout the community. Mr. Hannon stated
ves from churches, individuals, and businesses. He stated they see it as a beneficial resource. Mr.
Hannon stated if they can help people stay in the workforce that helps businesses, if they can help
fathers to be the fathers they are called to be for their families that helps everything and everyone.
Mr. Hannon stated they have received grants locally from Jasper Newton Foundation and REMC
Community Fund. He stated Franciscan has a grant that started a few years ago that they have
received funding from and that they have also received funding from the Walmart Community
Grant Foundation.

Mr. Hilton asked if they have a pool of volunteers waiting to step up to take these counseling
courses and help support the community members around them. Mr. Hannnon stated they have a
small pool, it is a big job. Mr. Hannon stated they have a couple of people who are in the
certification process that he mentioned earlier and that certification is an eighteen-month long
process. He stated they have a couple of people who are about halfway though and are actively
working on receiving that certification. He stated one of them should be able to join them within
the next few months and another one will be a little later then that. Mr. Hannon stated they do
have a waiting list, which they do not like to have but it is just the reality of it. He stated so many
people need help right now and there is just not a ton of resources available. Mr. Hannon stated
there are certainly other resources available in our county, but not like other counties around us.
Mr. Hannon stated there are a lot of people doing a lot of great work in this field.

Mr. Bontreger stated he looked at the fund last night and in the restricted fund there is around $377
and $60 some in the unrestricted. Mr. Standish asked if they could allocate the restricted one to
this because it is not just that that it has more branches to it. Mr. Bontrager stated he thinks the
restricted can go to anything that is a treatment program: remediation, treatment, addiction and yes
that this would qualify. Mr. Bontreger stated he thinks the request seems more then reasonable to
him for all the bang they are getting for their buck so to speak.

Mr. Haberlin asked Mr. Hannon how long their waiting list is. Mx. Hannon stated that 1s a
challenging question to answer because it is based on their availability. He stated lets say you have
turned in an application for counseling tomorrow and you had all kinds of availability then you are
going to be able to get in a lot sooner then someone who has indicated they can only come on
Tuesday at seven o’clock. He stated until they have an appointment open at that time they cannot
help that person, but if you have more availability you maybe only have to wait a couple of weeks.
Mr. Hannon stated five 0’clock to seven or eight o’clock is the most common time that everybody
is requesting because a lot of people work during the day and need an evening appointment. He
stated by nature, the people wanting those timeframes are going to have to wait a little bit longer
because of that.

Mr. Standish stated he thinks what they are doing up there is amazing and he never bad an idea
until it was just presented, how in depth it is. He stated it is sad that they are busy but he is glad
there is somewhere for them to go. Mr. Standish stated he always sees people go in and out, 1tis
not the stream of people at Walmart, but there is always one or two moving in and out all the time,
so he is glad there is somewhere for them to find help. Mr. Bontreger stated he thinks 1t is
important too, that they are offering a safe place to go. He stated there should not be a stigma when
you need help for anything; grief, addiction trouble, trauma, whatever. Mr. Bontreger stated we
are not wired to handle that stuff internally on our own so we appreciate the work of you and your
staff, your volunteers to make this possible. He stated he thinks they can accommodate this request
out of the restricted amount, this would be his opinion and with that in mind he would entertain 2
motion from one of the gentlemen to approve the request of $10,00 from the restricted Opioid
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BRIAN HANNON/GRACE POINT RESOURCE CENTER CONT’D: Fund to go the Grace Point
Resource Center. Mr. Standish made the motion to approve $10,000 from the restriction Opioid
Fund for Grace Point. Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was carried.

Mr. Bontreger stated this will be on the next claims process so 1t will probably be about a month.
Mr. Hannon stated ok, thank you very much. Mr. Bontreger stated we will just plan to get him on
maybe once a year, just to get him in the minutes and remind people what they are doing there.
Mr. Hannon stated he would love the opportunity.

SHARON COLEE JASPER COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES: Ms. Colee thanked the board
for their time this moming. Ms. Colee stated she may be duplicating some things from April, that
she has been out on some medical leave, so she is catching up from April. Ms. Colee stated her
packet contains estimates and or proposals. Ms. Colee stated she wanted to thank the
commissioners, they did a walkthrough at the Fase Senior Center and also at the Rensselaer Center.
Ms. Colee stated this took almost the entire day to go over a visual look at the centers and for her
to be able to convey the needs of proactive and preventative maintenance. Ms. Colee stated she is
pleased with the things they have asked for, that they have followed up, and it has been very quick.
She stated as of Friday, Wiseman came back out, and did the stumps. She stated they went ahead
and browned up everything and put black dirt down. She stated she thinks they are almost done,
if not done there so they are definitely doing well there.

Ms. Colee stated they had spoken about the Rensselaer Center, they had spoke about BA Lawn
Care when they did the walkthrough and they had conveyed that they thought it would be a good
direction to go as far as lawn service for this upcoming year. She stated she did need to go ahead
and have them start. Ms. Colee stated their proposal was in and was $3,407 and if you are good
to approve that she would appreciate that very much. She stated that was on the table for formal
discussion and formal approval. Mr. Bontreger asked if there were any questions or concermns
concerning the lawn care? Mr. Standish stated no, he believes we approved this in the past and
yes, he is fine with it. Mr. Standish made the motion to approve lawn care services from BA Lawn
Care for the Rensselaer Senior Center. Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion was carried.

Ms. Colee stated the next thing she had was from Kevin Moore Electric and that they had already
discussed this as well. She stated this is for the general hookup of the sign and the total is $790.34.
Ms. Colee stated that it was discussed at the meeting that the sign was in and this was the additional
hookup that they had going into the existing electric and everything is up, sign is up, and they are
really pleased with that. Mr. Bontreger stated they had already approved this and that she can
submit this as well.

Ms. Colee stated this is the same with A&D Builders, Darren Hamstra. She stated he came in and
did some basic restructuring of a room where a washer and dryer was. Ms. Colee stated they had
a grant to get a new washer and dryer and unfortunately it didn’t fit in the space and so they had
to do some reconstruction in the room in the nutrition site off from the large room by the office
and this has been completed. She stated he also did some repairs at a very nominal cost: some
ceiling joints in the nutrition site room. She stated the total is $1,250 and she is glad to have that
completed. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the work that A&D Builders did, the repair, and
the moderate remodeling for the washer and dryer as presented. Mr. Standish seconded and the
motion was carried.

Ms. Colee stated the other one is for a repair that has already been completed. She stated there
was work on the roof that had been done due to a major water leak. She stated this is for repairs
on the inside of the building for the ceiling leak that came into the kitchen and she also thinks they
did some work around the venting above the kitchen. Ms. Colee stated this is from Hamstra and
the total is $2,039.34. She stated the work has been completed and so far so good and they have

been dry.
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SHARON COLEE JASPER COUNTY COMMUNITY SERVICES: Ms. Colee stated the total
was $7,486.68 for the claims of what was submitted and what you have showing in the packet. Mr.
Bontreger asked how much did you say on the total because [ have $2,039.34. Ms. Colee stated
that is on the Hamstra one and she has $2,039.34.

Ms. Colee stated next week she was going to review siding colors. Mr. Standish stated brickwork
was going to be repaired starting the 20™ or 21 of May and after that is done repairs will be made
inside. Ms. Colee stated they had received grant money for patio furniture for the back. Ms. Colee
stated the Fase Center had new mailboxes and she thanked Andy and Ryan for that.

Ms. Colee stated she would like to request that the Fase Center be power washed. Ms. Colee stated
she received two bids: Big Dog Mobile Truck Wash and Freedom Pressure Washing. Ms. Colee
stated both bids came back at $1,100. She stated she has used Freedom before and they have done
good work. She has not used Big Dog before but they were very nice and accommodating. Mr.
Standish made a motion to approve $1,100 with Sharon to make the final selection on the vendor.
Mr. Hilton supported and the motion was carried.

Ms. Colee stated the decking has been taken out at the Fase Center, the sidewalk is out, and they
are getting ready to do the asphalt. She stated once this is done she will call the state and have the
fire marshal come in to approve. Ms. Colee provided an update from the Friday National Day of
Prayer.

Mr. Standish asked what vender Ms. Colee would like to use for the power washing. Ms. Colee
stated she will use Freedom because she has used them before.

Ms. Cole asked about some staining that was needed on the outside of the building. Mr. Bontreger
stated they will talk with Charlie in maintenance and see if that is something they can do.

LANA ZIMMER AND JIM MARTIN SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION: Ms. Zimmer
stated employee Samantha Vasikas submitted a letter stating she will be leaving in May. Ms.
Zimmer stated she would like to request to fill the vacancy. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve
the request to fill the vacancy. Mr. Standish seconded and the motion was carried.

Ms. Zimmer spoke about the invasive species problem in Jasper County. She stated these invasive
species cause human and animal/livestock health problems. Ms. Zimmer gave the example of
hemlock which is poisonous and stated there is a long list of invasive plants. Ms. Zimmer stated
she is asking to coordinate many departments within the county government in order to jump on
this problem, she would like to reinstate the weed board. She stated this board would allow targeted
efforts toward attacking the invasive species problem. Ms. Zimmer stated they would need to hire
someone to head this and coordinate the agencies on the weed board. She stated she does not know
the exact dollar request at this time. Ms. Zimmer stated this person would be hired out of the Soil
and Water Conservation District and would coordinate with that department along with the
Highway (Ed) and Surveyors (Vince) office. They would coordinate the 3 agencies in order to
locate invasive species, prioritize where to target first, and then arrange for private contracting of
those areas to be eradicated. Ms. Zimmer stated Craig had suggested they do contract that out
because there are guarantees that would go with that that would include follow-up. Ms. Zimmer
stated they can apply for some money through the Clean Water Indiana Fund and they would like
to see some offer of dollars toward this position. Ms. Zimmer discussed if the position would be a
part time/full time position and if a review period would be used.

Mr. Bontreger stated he thinks they have a vehicle that could be used and there is around
$60,000 in the Marijuana Eradication Fund that could be used towards this. Mr. Bontreger asked
Attorney Beaver what would need to be done to reinstate the Weed Board. Mr. Beaver stated the
board can be established by an ordinance and once it is established it does not have to be
reestablished. Mr. Beaver stated he will need to look at the Commissioner Appointment List in
the Auditors office because there are a number of body/members on this board that come from
different location. Mr. Beaver stated he did some work on this probably ten years ago. He stated
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LANA ZIMMER AND JIM MARTIN SOIL. AND WATER CONSERVATION CONT’D: this
board can do all of what Lana is asking, they can hire employees, hire contractors/experts, and
that the highway department and soil and water department can do the inspection work. Mr.
Beaver stated he can have the information available at the next board meeting. Mr. Bontreger
asked Ms. Zimmer for a proposed budget for a fulltime versus part time employee.

Ms. Zimmer then discussed the biggest threat, bush honeysuckle. Vince Urbano (Surveyors Office)
stated they spray a couple hundred miles of regulated drains per year to try to handle the invasive
species. Ed Cain (Highway Department) stated they do a lot of work trying to handle the
honeysuckle every year on the county’s 1,900 miles of roadside. Ms. Zimmer stated they will be
applying for a grant in September that would provide a cost share with private landowners to
handle honeysuckle.

T.R. HODGES. INC: Mr. Haberlin stated they still need work to be done going forward for the
courthouse basement to seal the water. Mr. Haberlin stated this would include bentonite around
the perimeter. Mr. Haberlin stated they have cleaned the downspouts and added screens and are
Jooking into getting a dehumidifier. Mr. Haberlin stated as a last resort there is the option of
installing a french drain around the parameter. Mr. Haberlin stated he is requesting approval of the
T.R Hodges contract. Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the TR Hodges quote. Mr. Hilton
seconded and the motion was carried.

Mr. Bontreger stated they were talking about the fence at the courthouse on the southwest corner.
Mr. Standish stated he thinks they can power wash and paint or stain the fence. Mr. Bontreger
stated the gazebo benches also need to be scraped and painted and they would add all of this to
Charlies list.

Mr. Bontreger stated they will need to look into the west steps as there is now a two-inch gap
where they fall and suggested looking into using concrete epoxy.

DocRouter: Mr. Bontreger stated this is a contract they were looking at. Mr. Beaver stated
DocRouter is for electronic recording that would create protocol, to cover all the different county
offices, for handling documents and routing them internally. However, it did not have any
safeguards under the contract. Mr. Beaver stated these would be county documents in DocRouter
possession that they could do anything they want with, so the proposal is not acceptable, unless
the county wants to go that way. Mr. Beaver stated Kim was going to speak with Greg Sullivan
from Fidlar and he has not heard back from Kim yet. Mr. Bontreger stated they will need more
information before they make a decision and asked Eric to follow up with Kim.

KANKAKEE TOWNSHIP REQUEST FOR EDA FUNDS FOR BATHROOM: Bonnie Vedeen
and Louie Ketchem were present to give an update on the Kankakee Township park bathroom.
Mr. Ketchem stated they went with a design of precast reinforced concrete because it was more
cost effective, is low maintenance, has a longevity of 50 years, and is vandal proof. He also stated
a main feature is that this can act as a storm shelter at the park and weighs 170,000 pounds. Mr.
Ketchem stated they are working with Short, Elliott, and Henderson, an engineering and
architectural firm, to work on the bid and bring it to public bidding. Mr. Ketchm stated they worked
on pricing: foundation $15,000-$20,000, well $10,000, electric (REMC) $11,000. He stated they
do not have the plumbing number and their biggest unknown is the septic. Mr. Ketchem stated
they have found out that they have to work with the state concerning the septic since it 1s a
commercial system and have to wait to find out if they can hook into the existing system at the fire
station. Mr. Ketchem is asking for a 50/50 commitment from the board with the commitment not
to exceed $200,000. Mr. Bontreger asked when do they expect to hear back from the state about
the septic decision. Mr. Ketchem stated he does not know and that he has contacted the state trying
to push it along. Mr. Ketchem stated the restroom would be shutdown during the winter months
and during that time a port-a-potty would be available to park users. Mr. Hilton asked if they are
settled on the Honeycutt design. Mr. Ketchem stated that would be the spec for the design but it
would be put out for public bid so it could be any other company. Mr. Bontreger asked how many
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KANKAKEFE TOWNSHIP REQUEST FOR EDA FUNDS FOR BATHROOM CONT’D: people
could use it as a storm shelter. Mr. Ketchem stated they were never given that number. Mr.
Standish stated he would like to wait until all of the costs are in and an estimate can be given with
more accurate costs to make sure the commitment would be enough. Mr. Bontreger stated that
seems like a reasonable amount but he would agree to wait for more costs to come in. Mr. Ketchem
stated they can come back in June with updated information.

SARA DEYOUNG JASPER COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Ms. DeYoung stated at
this time Jasper County does not have the numbers to show housing developers to attract housing
development in the county. Ms. DeYoung stated a housing study would look at the numbers of
housing stock, population, and income levels and that this study would be available for developers
to see that they can make money within certain price points in Jasper County. Ms. DeYoung stated
she contacted four firms. The most compressive was HWC because they looked at Jasper County
as a whole and then looked at individual communities to determine their needs also. This study
also looks at the growth to understand what this means for the long term in regards to water, sewer,
emergency management, and land use. Ms. DeYoung stated since the 1970s there has been a 20%
growth in population in the incorporated towns and in the unincorporated areas there has been a
40% growth.

Ms. DeYoung stated she secured two grants, one from REMC and one from NIPSCO. Mr.
Bontreger asked if the study goes forward who would access this report. Ms. DeYoung stated they
would provide a one pager to potential developers and this would help them know the different
types of housing structures, what the numbers are, and let them know they could make money
from a housing development in Jasper County. Mr. Bontreger asked if they could use some money
from the tourism fund to fund some of this study and possible use money from the EDA fund. Mr.
Standish asked if there was a potential for the towns of Rensselear, DeMotte, Remmington, and
Wheatfield to each contribute funds to the study. Ms. DeYoung stated she has reached out to each
community and they are willing to help support this study but the amount contributed will depend
on the capacity of each community. Mr. Standish stated he is hesitant to go forward because a
study is unproven technology and you don’t know if you are going to actually get anything out of
it. He stated if this is going to benefit the whole county then he can get on board with the study if
all communities help foot the bill. Mr. Bontreger stated they can make a commitment o get the
study done but they want a monetary buy in from each community to make it a urified effort. Mr.
Bontreger stated there is a consensus to move forward. Ms. DeYoung stated she will get more
imnformation and get back to the board.

AUDITOR BOERSMA: Ms. Boersma stated she had an employee that would like to roll over two
vacation days that she did not get used.

Ms. Boersma informed the board that the NITCO backup had been installed at the courthouse at
the cost of $204.83 per month. Mr. Hilton made the motion to allow the employee to roll over two
vacation days. Mr. Standish seconded and the motion was carried.

REZONE REQUEST: Mary Scheurich stated there is a rezone request from Al Conservation
Agriculture to A2 General Agriculture in Walker. Ms. Scheurich stated the applicant is Rodney
Urbano. It is an eleven-acre piece that he is requesting to rezone. She stated there is a house on it
and he would like to rezone it for possible splitting into 3 total lots in the future. Ms. Scheurich
stated there is opposition present but it was a unanimous recommendation to the Commissioners
for approval.

Dave Hanewich, address 6322 North 400 West, came forward to speak. Mr. Hanewich stated his
family has been farming in the area for one hundred vears and he is against the dissection of farm
ground. Mr. Hanewich stated in 1997 this tract of land was a proposed subdivision; he and other
neighbors came forward to oppose the subdivision and the proposal was turned down. M.
Hanewich is concerned that the ten-acre lot will potentially be turned into one acre lots. Mr.
Hanewich stated the property is right outside his kitchen window and he offered to buy it at twice
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REZONE REQUEST CONT’D: the price of what farm ground was selling at and he was laughed
at. He stated he was informed he can’t afford it that it was going to be subdivided. Mr. Hanewich
stated at the April 21% Zoning Board meeting it was announced that the present owner’s nephew
was on that board. Mr. Hanewich stated the nephew did ask the other members of the committee
if 1t was okay for him to participate since he had no financial interest in the matter. All board
members agreed that he could stay. Mr. Hanewich thinks this was a conflict of interest and that
the matter was decided before the meeting started. Mr. Hanewich stated the present owner got up
and explained his intentions, and then comments from the public were asked and several people
expressed their opposition. He stated then Mr. Urbano got up to speak again and he also had a
couple of additional comments to make but he was told he could not make them because there
were no more public opinions/comments at this time. Mr. Hanewich is concerned with the traffic
on his road and has concerns that the additional traffic will cause problems for his farm and moving
his farm machinery. Mr. Hanewich stated he did not receive notice that this land was going to be
rezoned, he only learned about it from his neighbors. He stated he saw a notice posted in the yard
of this tract for a few days.

Mr. Bontreger stated they needed to take a brief recess for a Drainage Board Hearing. Mr. Standish
made a motion to take a brief recess. Mr. Hilton seconded and motion was approved.

Jasper County Commissioners meeting reconvened.

Mr. Hanewich was invited back to finish his comments. Mr. Hanewich stated he is also concerned
with four wheelers from the additional houses being driven on his property and the potential
damage that would cause.

Mr. Bontreger asked Ms. Scheurich if the proper notices were made. Ms. Scheurich stated yes,
that it is 300 feet from the actual tract. Ms. Scheurich stated it used to be notices were sent only
to adjoining property but now it is 300 feet.

Mr. Bontreger asked Ms. Scheurich if they did their due diligence, finding of fact, and all that it
takes to make this decision. Ms. Scheurich stated there is no finding of fact for rezone but
questions were asked and comments were made. Ms. Scheurich stated standard procedure took
place with this and Vince (Urbano) did make it clear and it is up to the plan commission as to
whether they feel that is a conflict and they did not.

Mr. Bontreger stated they appreciate his comments and do feel the pressure of growth in the county
and this is why they try to do controlled growth. Ms. Scheurich stated there is one more person
that would like to make a comment. Mr. Bontreger stated the board 1s open to that.

Brad Hanewich, resides at 6748 North 400, 3536 West 700 North, and 9101 Heilscher Street in
Wheatfield and the executor of the trust at 6322 North 400 West, came forward to speak. He stated
he is a fourth-generation farmer and his dad is Dave Hanewich. He thanked the board for letting
him speak. Mr. Brad Hanewich stated when farmland is gone it is gone. Mr. Brad Hanewich stated
if Mr. R. Urbano is looking for a spot to build houses he will gladly drive him around to properties
already inside a municipal area that needs attention. Mr. Brad Hanewich stated he is willing to buy
the land if he is looking to sell. Mr. Brad Hanewich stated you can cut down trees and turn it into
farm land but once 2 house is built on it you cannot turn it back into farmland. Mr.

Brad Hanewich is also concerned about the land being subdivided again and again. Mr. Brad
Hanewich asked that this be tabled until the Housing Study that was discussed earlier is completed.
Mr. Brad Hanewich quoted bible verse Exodus Chapter 34 verse 7. Mr. Brad Hanewich stated
every member from the zoning meeting that voted to take farmland away to rezone was on board
with the Right to Farm Bill. Mr. Brad Hanewich asked the board to take the decision more
seriously then just a few acres on a corner lot.

Mr. Bontreger asked if they approve the rezone today that does prevent somebody from those
present today from making a deal? Ms. Scheurich stated no and if a deal were to happen right
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REZONE REQUEST CONT’D: now, for example Mr. R. Urbano keeps the house with the two
acres and sells the rest to Mr. Brad Hanewich it would still have to be rezoned. Ms. Scheurich
stated there has been no applications for subdividing at this point in time.

Mr. Hilton asked Mr. R. Urbano if he had any objection if they tabled this? Mr. R Urbano stated
he is president of Town and Country Properties who owns the property. He stated this is a little
over 10 acre heavily wooded lot. Mr. R. Urbano stated at this time his intention is to have his
daughter and son-in-law move into the house on the land. He stated it is a big piece of property
and he is trying to make it more affordable for them. Mr. R. Urbano stated at this point he just
wants to subdivide where the house is with the 4 acres and would be happy to strike a deal with
the Hanewich’s to sell the remaining land to them. Mr. R. Urbano stated he would still need to
rezone the land and does not see why the issue would need to be tabled. Mr. Hilton made a motion
to approve the recommendation of the rezone as presented. Mr. Standish seconded and the motion
was carried. ORDIANCE NO. 05-05-2025-A

OTHER BUSINESS: Ms. Scheurich stated she has a couple of vacation days that she would like
to rollover. She stated her anniversary is May 1 and is planning to use the days in the next two
weeks. Mr. Standish made the motion to approve the rollover of vacation days. Mr. Hilton
seconded and the motion was carried.

OTHER BUSINESS COUNTY BENEFITS FOR ATTORNEY BEAVER: Mr. Bontreger stated
there was previous discussion to allow Attorney Beaver to be part of the county health plan and
setting up his salary to do that and they never actually took a vote on it. Mr. Beaver stated he
believed it was voted on in the March meeting. Mr. Hilton stated he believes there was a motion
and a second but they did not affirm it. Mr. Bontreger stated they had a motion and a second and
let’s take the vote, all in favor as presented say aye. Mr. Bontreger, Mr. Hilton, and Mr. Standish
all stated aye and the motion is carried.

The following was taken from the REGULAR MEETING OF THE JASPER COUNTY BOARD
OF COMMISSIONERS April 7, 2025 meeting minutes signed by the commissioners 5/5/2025:
Mr. Bontreger said they need to officially decide on allowing Attorney Beaver to be in the class to
be eligible for county insurance. He said he will be sure to go to the Council meeting to let them
know what the threshold amount is so they can put in the salary ordinance. Mr. Standish made a
motion to approve, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion carried.

OTHER BUSINESS KEVIN MOORE: Mr. Standish stated a while back Kevin Moore sent the
commissioners a quote for the lights around the courthouse on the outside and sidewalk that do
not work. Mr. Standish stated there is also a light out at the Veterans Memorial and an outlet out
there that does not work. Mr. Standish stated the quote was for new conduit electric to make all
the lights as well as the outlet work again. Mr. Standish stated he did not have the quote with him
but it was less the $15,000. Mr. Standish stated he has been contacted by the vendor and was asked
if this was approved. Mr. Bontreger stated it would be nice to make sure there are outlets available
on some of the other posts. Mr. Standish stated they are going to put boxes on there so at any
point, if there is a fault between on light and the X they will be able to just pull it instead of having
to redo the whole thing. Mr. Standish stated they will be able to bore underneath the sidewalks
also. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the repair of the lines with the boring and placement of
the new electrical conduit. Mr. Standish seconded and the motion was carried.

OTHER BUSINESS EDP RENEWABLES CRANE CROSSING: Mr. Beaver stated something
has come up on the EDP Renewables project with the crane crossings. Mr. Beaver stated they
brought this to the Commissioner’s attention in January, where, as they got to their final plans and
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OTHER BUSINESS EDP RENEWABLES CRANE CROSSING CONT’D: locations, their
project processes they would have to be moving things around. Mr. Beaver stated they realized it’s
most economical for the project if there were spots that are not what we call designated roads for
them to cross county roads with cranes from one spot to another spot. Mr. Beaver stated this is a
one-time deal and they would build up with sand each side of the road and walk the crane across
then remove the sand and use that for another spot of the project. Mr. Beaver stated this would
result in about an hour or so of the road being closed. Mr. Beaver stated the existing contract does
not have a definition for that type of road. He stated there are designated roads that they can use
from beginning to end and then there are turbine roads that are being torn all the way down, rebuilt,
and made four season roads. He stated these are outside of the scope of that project and they would
essentially use those roads just one time for the crane crossings as they go forward with this project.
Mr. Beaver stated they would still do the inspection beforehand and they would repair any actual
damage done. Mr. Beaver stated Phil Graylich had exchanged emails with Hannah Shanzer with
questions and he was comfortable with the process but they had agreed there is not a definition in
the road use agreement and that an amendment to the road use agreement is needed with a new
classification of road. Mr. Beaver stated EDP came up with the idea that there are some spots
where there would be utilities that run underground county roads that are outside the designated
roads, not call them designated roads, but for using county roads to, instead of accessing those
points through the right of ways on landowners which apparently would save them some miles and
whatnot, but it could not open up the roads for the whole project. Mr. Beaver stated he had
circulated that comment on Friday afternoon and had not heard back from BF and S.. Mr. Beaver
stated what his thought is is that he is fairly comfortable with this concept, without facilitating the
project, without opening up those roads for general access for the project they have a new
transportation plan as appendix A to the road use agreement and this would replace that. Mr.
Beaver stated this does not grant any new approval or location for where their utilities are because
those are another separate aspect to it, this is only changing the transportation plan. Mr. Beaver
stated that because it does replace the previously approved appendix BF and S should weigh in on
it. Mr. Beaver stated he would have no problem if the Commissioners decided that they would
want to approve this amendment and then once they have something finalized with BF and S remit
that to EDP for their signature. Mr. Beaver stated Mason is on the call if he wanted to weigh in on
anything. Mr. Mason Daumas joined the meeting via zoom. Mr. Daumus stated this would allow
them, with some of their construction traffic, to directly access a few of the places that the already
approved infrastructure crosses the public road that was not already included in the transportation
plan. Mr. Bontreger asked Phil what some of his thoughts are. Phil stated he had questions in the
wording of section 2.2 paragraph 8. Phil stated he does not think it is anything. Phil stated he thinks
the intent is there, that it is a good thing, and they just need to fine tune the wording and it would
be good.

Mr. Standish stated they would take care of any damage if the road gets broke up or any thing like
that but he would like to see from Vince’s standpoint if there are any underground infrastructure
be it regulated drains or fiber from REMC or anything underground that it would also need to be
on that agreement that it would be replaced or they would pay the cost to replace it if damaged.

Vince Urbano asked if any of this has been reviewed and why wasn’t any of this brought up to
them originally, has any of this changed? Has the path that they originally inspected changed?
Phil stated technically, according to the road use agreement they do not have the right to drive
down the road to drop the sand. Phil stated this is only to drive on the road to build the berm to get
the crane over.

Mr. Bontreger stated he sees Steven back there also. Mr. Bontreger stated he is assuming they are
picking locations to cross where there is nothing that they know of. Steven stated that has already
been considered because they are not changing the route. Steven stated this is just to use designated
or turbine transportation roads in the transportation plan that they are not allowed to use. Steve
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OTHER BUSINESS EDP RENEWABLES CRANE CROSSING CONT’D: stated this is just to
give them the ability to build up to protect the road so they can get the crane across.

Mr. Daumas stated he believes that this is already in the language and this may be something that
Mr. Beaver can confirm for them, but to Commissioner Standish’s point if is any damage that they
cause anywhere on the roads they are obligated to repair it whether that is the road, drain tile, or
culverts that are crossed that should be covered. Mr. Daumas stated if that is not in the current
language they can add that clarification. Mr. Bontreger stated once again they want to make sure
all bases are covered and that the language is there to document it. Mr. Hilton made a motion to
approve once its reviewed legally and for construction compliance, when they get the final for
them to go forward with that and then the commissioners to sign it after it is recommended based
on construction, compliance, and legalities. Mr. Standish seconded and the motion was carried.

There were no public comments.

There being no further business, Mr. Standish made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Mr. Hilton
seconded and the motion was carried.
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