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The Jasper County Commissioners met this date at 8:30 A.M. C.S.T at 115 W Washington St.,
Suite 202, Rensselaer, Indiana with the following members present: Rein Bontreger, Craig
Standish and Ryan Hilton. Also present were Auditor, Diana Boersma, Deputy Auditor, Treasure
Gilbert and Eric Beaver, the Attorney that represents the Commissioners. Those present stood and
recited the Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Bontreger. There was a brief moment of silence
following the Pledge.

MINUTES: Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the minutes from December 23,2024, Mr.
Standish seconded and the motion carried. Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the minutes
from January 7,2025, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion carried. Mr. Hilton made a motion to
approve the minutes from January 21,2025, Mr. Standish seconded and the motion carried.

CLAIMS: Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the claims, as presented, Mr. Standish seconded
and the motion carried.

PAYROLL CLAIMS: Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the payroll claims with checks
dated January 15,2025 and January 30,2025, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion carried.

PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE ADDITION OF TWO STOP SIGNS AT INTERSECTIONS CR
500 W AND CR 1000 N AND CR 400 W AND CR 1000 N: Mr. Bontreger said they’re having a
public hearing for the addition of two stop signs at the following intersections, causing both two-
way stops to become four-way stops: CR 500 W and 1000 N and CR 400 W and CR 1000 N. There
were no public comments. Mr. Standish wanted to verify that the one on 400 W and 100 N would
be temporary. Attorney Beaver said it will be temporary but, they will have to have another public
hearing to have it removed. Mr. Bontreger said part of these additions are to accommodate
construction traffic. Mr. Standish said 1000 N is the traffic path for the solar field and they’re
trying to mitigate any accidents. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the ordinance for the
installation of additional stop signs at CR 500 W and 1000 N and CR 400 W and CR 1000 N, Mr.
Standish seconded and the motion carried. Ordinance No. 02-03-2025

Mr. Bontreger said they’ve gotten some requests for a stop sign or caution light at 49 and 900. He
said this would involve INDOT so, he asked Mr. Haberlin ways they could proceed with this. Mr.
Haberlin said they could start out by e-mailing the Northwest Indiana Director.

CORONER ANDY BOERSMA / FORENSIC CENTER: Coroner Boersma said their committee
met to look at a possible building, that was an old building but, they talked more about a newer
building. He laid out a drawing from Hamstra’s of a 66x115 foot building. He said this building
would be 1.562 million. He said the drawing gives them additional space for a cooler in the future,
file storage and a mezzanine for mechanical and light storage. He said he would like to take this
drawing and get some type of agreeance between the committee, Council and Commissioners and
sit down to go over it. Mr. Standish said he will reach out and try to get an available date with the
Council.

Mr. Bontreger asked Coroner Boersma what location he would want the building. Coroner
Boersma said 80% of their business is at the north end of the county and some people would like
to see it at the County seat but, he would like to have it at the north end. He said there’s been
discussions about having it by the jail and tying into the solar there. He said he has issues with
both places and they can discuss them when they meet. Mr. Bontreger said he would like to see a
list of pros and cons of each location.

RYAN KING /911 GIS GRANT PROPOSAL: Mr. King said WTH Technologies, which is one
of their GIS vendors, introduced them to the Federally Standardized GIS data. He said he has met
with the GIS team and they are all in support of a grant, which is 100% and no buying from the
county. He said they are trying to push this across all 92 counties in the State. Mr. Standish made
a motion to approve Mr. King following through with the grant, Mr. Hilton seconded and the
motion carried.
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KRISTEN LOUCK / REQUEST TO REPLACE EMPLOYEE: Ms. Louck said she was there
again regarding replacing the full-time Food Inspector/Sanitarian. Mr. Bontreger said the Health

Board recommends this be a full-time position. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the request,
Mr. Standish seconded and the motion carried.

Mr. Bontreger asked for an update on the meeting room at the Health Department. Ms. Louck said
she thinks they are ahead of schedule so, she’s hoping the Council can have their March meeting
there. She said if not, it will for sure be done by April. She said the only thing left to do in there is
paint and get the flooring in.

PROSECUTOR JACOB TAULMAN / REQUEST TO REPLACE EMPLOYEE: Prosecutor

Taulman had a request to replace his 2" Deputy. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the request,
Mr. Standish seconded and the motion carried.

HEALTH DEPT POSTAGE MACHINE MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT / PULSE
TECHNOLOGY: Attorney Beaver said this is a one-year maintenance agreement for the postage
machine at the Health Department. Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the agreement, Mr.
Hilton seconded and the motion carried.

MIKE SPANGLER / LAKE CO JUVENILE CONTRACT: Mr. Spangler said they used to do one
bed at Lake County Juvenile Detention Center and this year they went over about 35-40 days. He
said they’re fortunate that they keep the same price and don’t charge extra. He said it has been
$225/day and this year it went up to $250/day. He said they are requesting two beds for 100 days
a piece. He said only having one bed, a lot of times they have to call around to the other 35
detention centers in Indiana and there’s been times where nobody will take outside kids. He said
any days that don’t get used, carry over to the next year. Mr. Standish made a motion to approve
the Lake Co. Juvenile contract, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion carried. '

Mr. Bontreger thanked Mr. Spangler for being on the Valley Oaks Board and asked how it was
going. Mr. Spangler said it’s been going well and they were just awarded a FQ, which will place
a doctor for medical services and mental health services at the same location. He said they are still
going through the process but, Jasper County will have a doctor two or three days a week.

SOIL & WATER / PROGRAM OVERVIEW: Ms. Lana Zimmer, Mr. Jim Martin and Ms.
Samantha Fazekas, with Japer County Soil & Water presented a program overview of their
operations. Ms. Zimmer said she is the Board Supervisor for the Soil & Water Conservation
District. She said every county in Indiana has a Soil and Water Conservation District and they are
the only agency in the county that is charged by the State Statute to protect and preserve soil and
water conservation resources. She said their role is to identify and prioritize soil and water resource
concerns from farmers, landowners, homeowners and other conservation partners. She said their
work involves connecting land users to any kind of educational, technical or financial assistance.
She said their board is not volunteers and they are considered public officials. She said three of
them are elected by landowners in Jasper County and two of them are appointed by the Board.

Ms. Zimmer said their board reaches out for financial support from State partners, Regional
partners, Federal partners, nonprofits and any other way they can to bring in additional money.
She said some of their partners are the Natural Resource Conservation Service and Farm Service
Agency, Purdue Extension Office, Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Indiana Department
of Environmental Management, Indiana State Soil Conservation Board, Indiana State Department
of Agriculture and all the Indiana SWCDs. She said they have a close relationship with Newton
County and they work together with the Kankakee River and Iroquois River watersheds.

Ms. Zimmer passed out handouts and said Mr. Martin would talk about some of their
accomplishments. Mr. Martin said one of the pages lists the Jasper County nutrient and sediment
load. He said they are trying to get the topsoil from washing away and going down the river. He
said the farmers in the area are losing their topsoil and investments on their fertilizer. He said
according to the scientists, in Jasper County in 2023, their programs saved 4,683,000 pounds of
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SOIL & WATER / PROGRAM OVERVIEW CONTINUED: topsoil and about 15,000 pounds of
fertilizer that hasn’t went down rivers. He said the nutrient and sediment load reductions are their
main effort and all of their programs go to that. He said farmers, agri-businessmen, local leaders
and officials from the area will take the survey that NRCS does. He said this determines what they
concentrate on and where they spend their money. He also added that there is 290,000 acres of
tillage in the county.

Mr. Martin said they have brought in quite a bit of money. He said they have been very successful
with their grant program. He said they’ve had a lot of Federal grants for reducing the sediments
and nutrients. He said right now, they have a big lower Kankakee watershed initiative grant going
up on the north end of the county. He said they also have an invasive buyback program and a study
on pollinators. He said about half of that is funded by grants from a private organization.

Ms. Fazekas said she wanted to highlight a few of the most relevant grants and programs they’re
doing. She said the first one is the lower Kankakee watershed initiative. She said it’s a joint effort
between Jasper and Newton County. She said this addresses the high priority critical area in the
northern Jasper and Newton counties. She said this area drains about 186,000 acres. She said they
address pollution coming from farms, dairies, lawns, golf courses and failing septic systems from
residential areas. She said they are implementing a cost share program that allows landowners and
farmers to install conservation practices to reduce the amount of pollution that’s entering the
Kankakee River. She said Newton County has done a good job spending all the ag money that was
granted and now, its time to spend their urban funds. She said this is where they have their rain
barrel sell, as well as their urban projects that can be funded through the lower Kankakee watershed
initiative. She said anyone that lives in this high priority critical area can receive up to 75% to buy
arain barrel and install it or to install things like rain gardens, pollinator habitats and tree plantings.

Ms. Fazekas said they are working with Purdue Extension to offer an outreach and education
program to educate the community on pollinators and why they’re important for our health and
the health of our ecosystem. She said they just finished their introduction of pollinators on January
7t and their next series will be on March 1% at the Jasper County Community fair building. She
said on May 3™ they have a field day to tie it all together and they are offering the chance for
someone to win a bee kit.

Ms. Fazekas talked about their invasive buyback program. She said an invasive species is a specie
that’s non-native to Indiana. She said they are also harmful for human health, the environment and
the economy. She said they are promoting people to take those out and swap them for a native
plant. She said they have a list of native species from the DNR that they’re allowing too be replaced
for these invasive species. She said lastly, they have their annual meeting on March 18" at Embers
at 5:00 P.M. and everyone is welcome. She said to make sure you rsvp. Mr. Bontreger said from
previous experience, it is a nice event and the food is worth it.

Ms. Zimmer drew their attention back to the handout that pointed out where their funding comes
from and the benefits to the county financially. She said there’s a total that includes the salaries
for the two County employees. She said they have a small budget that they use for a variety of line
items. She said they get $13,000 from the State Soils Board but, the bulk of their funding comes
from the Federal Government through programs allotted through the USDA programs and their
farm bill. She said Jasper County has benefited financially, tremendously by the work that they do
and they hope that continues. She said to remember that they are here to assist and if there’s
anything they can do as an organization to help inform decision making at a local level, that’s what
they want to do.

HOUSE OF GRACE: Mr. Bontreger said last month they had a request from the House of Grace
for a donation of $30,000.00. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve $30,000.00 to the House of
Grace from the Opioid Restricted Funds, Mr. Standish seconded and the motion carried.
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KIMLEY-HORN INVOICE FOR COURTHOUSE SIDEWALKS: Mr. Bontreger said they had
an invoice from Kimley-Horn for $3,380.00 for the ongoing project to improve the east and north
sidewalks around the courthouse. Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the Kimley-Horn invoice
for $3,380.00, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion carried.

TREE REMOVAL BIDS AT COURTHOUSE: Mr. Bontreger said Mr. Standish has taken the
initiative to get some tree removal bids for the courthouse. He said there is a large tree on the east
side that is running into the wall and another on the southeast corner that has died. He said they
want to get them removed while it’s still frozen. Mr. Standish said the bids also cover trimming
other trees in the courthouse lawn. Mr. Bontreger said with the next phase, they will talk with Soil
& Water and the Rensselaer Urban Forestry Council about good tree options. Mr. Bontreger read
the tree bids aloud:

American Timber Tree Service $4,950.00
Owens & Sons Tree and Line Clearing $7,150.00
Timber Tree Service $3,450.00
Wiseman Tree Service $3,000.00
Russells Tree Care Service $4,750.00 + $1,250.00

Mr. Standish made a motion to award the bid to Wiseman Tree Services, Mr. Hilton seconded and
the motion carried.

CONCRETE BIDS FOR MAINTENANCE SHOP: Mr. Bontreger said they had concrete bids for
the maintenance shop, which has been an ongoing project. He said this will be in the east side of
the Highway garage. Mr. Standish said he asked them to break out the quotes by 42’ 6°x26, which
is for the maintenance portion, including two more feet for a wall and the other portion of the shop.
Mr. Bontreger read the concrete bids aloud:

DeYoung’s Quality Concrete LLC $48,104.00
Dennis McElfresh Concrete Services $39,500.00
The Hamstra Group, Inc. $48,050.00

Mr. Hilton made a motion to award the bid to Dennis McElfresh Concrete Services, Mr. Standish
seconded and the motion carried.

MOOLENAAR SUPREME LAWN CARE / 2025 SERVICE AGREEMENTS: Mr. Bontreger
said they had Moolenaar Supreme Lawn Care service agreements for the following:

Surveyor’s Office $662.00

Sheriff’s Department $3,100.00
Courthouse $1,680.00
Health Dept. $1,400.00

Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the 2025 service agreements with Moolenaar Supreme
Lawn Care, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion carried. Mr. Standish also asked if they could
seed around the courthouse, especially when they get the trees removed. Ms. Gilbert said she can
ask them and Mr. Hilton said they would need to know their cost.

BOARD APPOINTMENTS

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS (BZA): Mr. Bontreger said they received some letters of interest
regarding the BZA opening. Mr. Hilton said they had several very qualified candidates but, one
stood out with several years of construction management and an ag background. Mr. Hilton made
a motion to nominate Mr. Scott Walker to the BZA, Mr. Standish seconded and the motion carried.
This is a four-year term but, since Mr. Walker is replacing Mr. Mark Jordan, this term will expire
at the end of 2026. Mr. Bontreger said they wanted to thank Mr. Jordan for having served on that
board and he did an excellent job.



REGULAR MEETING OF THE JASPER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FEBRUARY 3,2025
PAGE 5

PROPERTY TAX ASSESSMENT BOARD OF APPEALS (PTABOA): Mr. Standish said they
had appointed Mr. Aaron Emshiler but, the Assessor found out that he is an appraiser within the

county so, he cannot be on the PTABOA board. Mr. Standish made a motion to nominate Mr. Scott
Barton, who is a local realtor, to the PTABOA board. He said that if he is appointed to this board,
he will be stepping off of the Northwest Indiana Workforce Development Board. Mr. Hilton
seconded Mr. Standish’s motion and the motion carried.

EMPLOYEE BOND: There was an employee bond for a Jasper County EMS employee in addition
to the bonds approved last month. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the bond, Mr. Standish
seconded and the motion carried.

CONFERENCE REQUEST / CLERK KARA FISHBURN: Ms. Fishburn had a conference request
for her and a deputy to attend the Indiana Clerk’s Spring District Conference in March. Mr.
Standish made a motion to approve the conference request, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion
carried.

VALLEY OAKS /CHILD ADVOCACY TEAM / REQUEST FOR MORE FUNDS: Valley Oaks
Director, Ms. Kim Denton, said she was there to talk about the Child Advocacy Team, specifically.
She said the team has been operating out of the Rensselaer branch since 2006. She said they are
only one of three community mental health centers in the State that operate a child advocacy center.
She said the centers operate independently, which means their budgets can be anywhere up to a
million dollars a year. She said they’re able to cut back a lot of expenses because, Valley Oaks
carries the burden of operating expenses.

Ms. Denton said the Child Advocacy Center goes by “team” because, they coordinate with the
Crisis Center, who provides victim assistance for them. She said this is a required position across
the State for accreditation. She said they coordinate services so, they feel like it’s more of a team
approach to providing these services as opposed to one center doing all the work. She said the
purpose of this team is to interview children of sexual abuse, physical abuse or witnessed a crime.
She said the referrals come from DCS mostly but, sometimes they get independent interview
requests from law enforcement. She said their job is to talk to the child and obtain information
from them. She said they have three main objectives: they cannot ask direct questions, they cannot
go in with preset ideas of what happened and they list the information from that. She said during
interviews, they are in a room that’s audio and video recorded and the information is cabled into
another room where law enforcement, prosecution, victim assistance and DCS are present. She
said this limits how many times a child is interviewed and ideally, they should only be interviewed
once. She said that in 2024 they conducted 53 interviews; 40 of them were for Jasper County and
11 of those cases were prosecuted. She said the other interviews are either pending or cleared.

Ms. Denton said they are funded primarily through a DCS grant, which covers the majority of their
expenses. She said it’s a per diem situation and they’re paid by the interview but, if they conduct
more interviews than they have money then, they have to find another way to meet that dollar
amount. She said their request is to help cover miscellaneous expenses that don’t fall under that
grant or help cover a surplus of interviews that otherwise wouldn’t be covered. She said this also
assists them with training. She said keeping the interviewers up to date on training can be really
expensive because, things change constantly with technology. She said they were able to send a
team of people to National Conference recently on human trafficking. She said they believe human
trafficking is happening in Jasper County. She said we have interstates and State highways that
provide perfect opportunities that provide easy access so, they’re trained on those specific criteria.
She said they have a new prosecutor that’s knowledgeable in this area and after a recent interview,
she said they probably have human trafficking going on.

Mr. Bontreger told Ms. Denton they appreciate the work she does and said its difficult. He said
their daily work experience is what most would consider a nightmare. He said she’s given a pretty
good explanation as to what they are requesting and what it would be used for. He asked if one of
the Commissioners wanted to move to approve the request to increase the $7,000.00 amount to the
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VALLEY OAKS / CHILD ADVOCACY TEAM / REQUEST FOR MORE FUNDS
CONTINUED: Child Advocacy Team to $10,000.00. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the
request, Mr. Standish seconded and the motion carried.

Ms. Denton handed the Commissioners the Jasper County Report for Valley Oaks and said she
would be happy to come back at a later date to talk more about services in general. She said their
CEO would also be happy to do that. She said their CFO, Mr. Jason Neisus, is a Jasper County
native and is doing a great job.

OTHER BUSINESS

RELIABLE EXTERMINATORS / CONTRACT FOR N ANNEX: Ms. Gilbert said they got an
invoice from Reliable Exterminators but, they don’t even have a contract with them to provide
services at the North Annex. Mr. Bontreger asked if the paper in front of him was the actual
contract. Ms. Gilbert said that’s just what they had sent them and it states how much it is. She said
they have already been out there for January. Mr. Bontreger said the invoice was for $250.00 and
he asked if they could reach out to them about an actual contract that lines up with the other ones.
Ms. Gilbert said this is what they all look like. Mr. Standish made a motion to approve the contract
and invoice for $250.00, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion carried.

NIPSCO FEASEMENT: Mr. Bontreger said they had documents from Bowman, a
NIPSCO/NiSource Contractor, in regards to an easement request from NIPSCO. He said they want
to acquire easements along the Schrader Ditch. He said they are asking for an easement on a
property owned by Jasper County, Indiana Building Corporation and Indiana Corporation.
Attorney Beaver said NIPSCO is looking for an easement on the jail property, heading up 231,
which is right on the County right-of-way. He said the owner of the building is Jasper County
Building Corporation, which the Commissioners needed the property to, in order for the municipal
bonds to be financed to construct the jail, and that’s under a revision clause. He said once the bonds
are paid off then, the property reverts back to the Board of Commissioners. He said those bonds
have been retired but, they’re still under a long-term lease agreement for the solar equipment. He
said it is possible that now might be the time to do the actual reversion and dissolve the Building
Corporation. He said this would be a more time intensive situation than giving an easement. He
said he thinks its appropriate, since the Commissioners ultimately are the party in this, that the
Commissioners would weigh in and decided whether they think the $1,455.00 is appropriate for a
10-foot easement.

Attorney Beaver said the Commissioners are the owner of the property directly to the north so, he
doesn’t know if they received anything along those lines. Ms. Gilbert said there was another parcel
but, they hadn’t sent it to her yet so, she assumed it was that one. Attorney Beaver said he would
expect so and if the Commissioners are interested, he can contact the members of the Building
Corporation to convene them to approve this and execute the document on behalf of the Building
Corporation. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve, Mr. Standish seconded and the motion carried.

MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING / NIPSCO: Mr. Bontreger said they had meetings
with NIPSCO personnel concerning County Road 1450 N and 180 so they can eventually get that
hardened and stabilized frost-free to accommodate them with their current and future construction
projects on the Schahfer campus. Attorney Beaver said they have presented an MOU, which is an
agreement to exempt them from the frost law. He said he sees no problem with this. Mr. Standish
made a motion to approve the MOU, Mr. Hilton seconded and the motion carried.

SHARON COLEE / WATER HEATER INVOICE: Ms. Colee said the water heater at the Fase
Center went out and they had to replace it. She had an invoice for $2,200.00 from Ziant’s
Mechanical. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the invoice for $2,200.00, Mr. Standish
seconded and the motion carried.
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MATT BRISTOL / REMC / RIGHT-OF-WAY PERMIT: Mr. Haberlin said REMC would like a
right-of-way permit for phase three of their ongoing project. Mr. Bristol said they are starting out
at I-65 and State Road 10 and working all the way over to 421. He said they are installing fiber
optic infrastructure on their current utility pole lines, as well as about twenty-six miles of
underground fiber in the areas they cannot obtain clearance on existing utility lines. He said this
project is about 26.5 miles of buried and 195 miles of aerial. He said they will be going through
about 2,780 homes along the path. He said they plan on coming back in the next few months to
kick off phase four. He said they are asking permission now to use the County right-of-way. He
said they have around 88 bores.

Mr. Haberlin said awhile back, the Commissioners said they needed to do whatever they can to
get people fiber optic or broadband so, they had a resolution to waive the fee. He said they need to
decide if they want to change the resolution or leave it. Mr. Hilton made a motion to approve the
right-of-way permit for REMC, contingent on the price and if they update the resolution, Mr.
Standish seconded and the motion carried.

CORRIE MYERS / NEW PT EMS DIRECTOR: Councilman and member of the EMS Board, Mr.
Moore said since they started Jasper County EMS they’ve had a few bumps in the road. He said
they had Mr. Cree step in as the part-time Director to help them and he was very instrumental in
getting things straightened out for them. He said Mr. Corrie Myers has taken over as the Director.
Mr. Myers said he’s been a paramedic for about twenty years and had about fifteen years in EMS
administration. He said he appreciated the opportunity to introduce himself and to work with them.
Mr. Bontreger said they’re going to work on having a County-wide EMS meeting with the other
Townships and JC EMS.

VS ENGINEERING / CONSTRUCTION COMPLIANCE MONITOR: VS Engineering
representative, Mr. Hollandsworth, said last week they were planning on doing their bi-weekly
inspection and prior to the visit, he got phone calls about issues with Zelestra utilizing 900. He
said they have issued fines to them. He said they were also questioning the placement of some
survey stakes so, they are working with Zelestra to get those repositioned. He said they will also
be addressing some debris along the road.

PRECISION GLASS / QUOTE FOR PROSECUTOR’S OFFICE DOOR: Mr. Pruitt, with
Precision Glass, provided a quote for the ADA door at the Prosecutor’s Office. He said there’s
technically five doors that need to be ADA compliant. Mr. Bontreger asked if they wanted to take
this under advisement, Mr. Standish said he would like to. Mr. Bontreger asked Ms. Gilbert to put
this on the March agenda.

PUBLIC COMMENT

HANS MARKLAND: Mr. Markland said he just discovered that they’re putting solar in on 300
W. He said he’s neutral on solar farms but, he thinks they did a poor job negotiating the contract
to transport materials using CR 1000 N, which is gravel. He expressed his concerns with them
using this road. He also expressed his concern with some trees that he said needs cut back from
300 E to the County line, as well as the speed limit.

BRETT MAHLEN: Mr. Mahlen asked if the substance of the MOU with NIPSCO would be in the
meeting minutes. Ms. Gilbert said no but, they can turn in a public records request for it. Mr.
Bontreger said the essence of the MOU is to eventually end up with a paved road at the end of the
project. Mr. Mahlen also left an article about windmills for the Commissioners to look at.

MARYANN MAHLEN: Ms. Mahlen said she would like JCEDO to be removed from the
County’s website. Mr. Bontreger said they are a board that works in conjunction with Jasper
County and when prospects are looking to reach out for connections to the County, this is
accessible for them. Ms. Mahlen said JCEDO should be subject to public records requests. Mr.
Bontreger said they are a separate 501C so, they’re their own corporation that does a lot of heavy



REGULAR MEETING OF THE JASPER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
FEBRUARY 3,2025

PAGE 8

MARYANN MAHLEN CONTINUED: lifting and research on behalf of the county. He asked
Attorney Beaver to look into the legality for them. Ms. Mahlen also asked if it was a conflict of
interest for Mr. Bontreger to be on that board. Mr. Bontreger said there’s also a member of the
Council on that board, as well as local business representation and cities and towns. He said its
mainly to provide an avenue for discussions concerning development within the county so they
have a more unified approach as opposed to random development happening without anyone
knowing. He said it was originally known as the Jasper County Industrial Foundation and was
established about forty years ago.

Mr. Bontreger said they work closely with Ms. Sara DeYoung and he relies on her for information
and research that he doesn’t have time to be able to come up with on his own. He said JCEDO acts
on behalf of the will of the Commissioners and Council and not independent of that. Ms. Mahlen
said her concern is for the Regional Governance and how IEDC (Indiana Economic Development
Council) is under 5.28. Mr. Bontreger said this would be a conversation to have with State
Legislators. Mr. Bontreger said they’re trying to retain Home Rule to where they can at least have
some discretionary development of our county the way we would like it, as opposed to the State
telling them how they’re going to position stuff and tie their hands. He said the Economic
Development here is not subject to the larger Economic Development Corporation. Ms. Mahlen
expressed her concerns again with Regional Governance and the IDEC.

BOB SCHENK: Mr. Schenk said the City of Rensselaer started posting videos of their meetings
and wondered if the County would be doing the same. Mr. Bontreger said he thought they had to
start doing that in July. Ms. Gilbert said they’re still looking into this.

There being no further business, Mr. Standish made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Mr. Hilton
seconded and the motion carried.
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