THE JASPER COUNTY DRAINAGE BOARD HELD A SPECIAL MEETING ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 13, 2024, AT 8:30 A.M. AT THE JASPER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT, CASA MEETING ROOM, WITH THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS PRESENT:  JEFFREY DEYOUNG (CHAIRMAN), JAMES WALSTRA (VICE CHAIRMAN), AND REIN BONTREGER (MEMBER).  ALSO, PRESENT WERE VINCE URBANO (SURVEYOR), JACOB AHLER (ATTORNEY), JACK HABERLIN (ENGINEER), AND RHONDA ELDRIDGE (SECRETARY).  THOSE PRESENT STOOD AND RECITED THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE LED BY JEFFREY DEYOUNG.

	Chairman, Jeffrey DeYoung, called the meeting to order.

	Jeffrey DeYoung presented an explanation for holding a special drainage board meeting. SolarPac which is now Zelestra Energy (name change is strictly for a rebranding purpose as they deal with solar, wind, battery storage, and all renewable energy).  They are in thirteen countries worldwide and are still owned by EQT the company which holds approximately 230 billion dollars in assets, therefore, the company has NOT been sold.  As for some confusion, it has been made clear Zelestra Energy is responsible to complete and submit all applications and plans, which the construction compliance monitor will review all the documents on behalf of the county and present the county and the applicant with their expert analysis and their opinions on those items.  The county then requests all necessary changes be implemented as presented by VS Engineering.  All costs for holding a special meeting (Drainage Board Attorney, County Engineer, County Surveyor, Drainage Board Members, Drainage Board Secretary, Office Fees, Emails, etc… in preparing for the special meeting) will be incurred by the applicant (Zelestra Energy) and will NOT be at the cost of the taxpayers of Jasper County.

The SolarPac /Zelestra Energy Drainage Plan was not on the Agenda for August 5, 2024 Drainage Board meeting due to information required by the drainage board had not been received within the required drainage plan deadline.  

If a location permit was not issued before August 15, 2024, the special exemption granted by the BZA on August 16, 2021 would be void.

SOLARPAC / ZELESTRA ENERGY – DRAINAGE PLAN 

	Tim Hollandsworth, VS Engineering, explained during the August 5, 2024 drainage board meeting items were discussed and needed additional follow up: State Permits, REMC Agreement, Transmission Line Plan, and Review of site and drainage plan (this was completed prior to the meeting by VS Engineering).

	Hollandsworth, stated many emails had been sent following the August 5, 2024 drainage board meeting regarding the state permits the CSGP had been approved.  In regards to the REMC Agreement an email had been received from the CEO of REMC stating there is an open discussion with Zelestra and there are still items to consider in the potential collaboration.  In regards to the Transmission Line Plan, a revised plan was submitted and back and forth with VS Engineering with notes being added to the plans such as: “Jasper County Compliance Monitor verify pole locations prior to the installation of poles.” (In reference to the public drain crossings).

	If the drainage board decides to move forward with approval, VS Engineering recommends the following contingencies are put in place:  

	
State Permits
	CSGP – Notice of Intent (NOI) is submitted.
	401/404 – Permits are approved any other requirements are implemented.
REMC – Agreement between both parties is executed.
Plans – No changes to plans.  Any changes implemented are to be reviewed by Compliance Monitor and approved by the Drainage Board.
Any changes the drainage board requires approval, the changes are to be reviewed and approved by the Compliance Monitor.

Rein Bontreger questioned if any plan which is approved for the project does not allow for any placement within the county regulated drain seventy-five foot drainage right-of-way.  Hollandsworth stated any plan which is approved will not be placing anything within the county regulated drain seventy-five foot right-of-way and any existing poles will be removed from the county regulated drain right-of-way which will be verified by VS Engineering.  Hollandsworth stated Zelestra Energy has been very responsive and cooperative to all requests made.

	Bernie Krantz, Zelestra Energy, echoed some comments made by VS Engineering regarding the interaction between them, VS Engineering, and the county representatives and the good communication.

	Krantz stated a little clarification regarding the 401/404 permits is the amount of disturbance of waterways and wetlands on the project is minimal.  The Army Corp of Engineers established a program called the Nationwide Permit Program which allows a pre-approved permit for very small amounts of disturbance, as long as it is below a certain threshold, you can use this for a pre-approval permit.  This project qualifies for this program.

	The Drainage Board Chairman opened the floor up to public comment:  There was no public comment made.

Following a brief recess to allow the drainage board members to converse, DeYoung inquired with the Drainage Board Attorney if he had any concerns in regards to the SolarPac / Zelestra Energy drainage plan.  Attorney Ahler stated he was comfortable with the drainage plan for SolarPac / Zelestra Energy.  DeYoung inquired if the County Engineer and the County Surveyor were comfortable with the drainage plan for SolarPac / Zelestra Energy.  The County Engineer and County Surveyor stated they were comfortable with the drainage plan for SolarPac/ Zelestra Energy.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Colleen Percy, 3856 N Clubhouse Rd, Rensselaer, Indiana, Landowner, shouted out abruptly inquiring when this project was approved.  Walstra stated public comment had passed and she was out of line.  DeYoung responded the original BZA approval was August 16, 2021, but drainage board approval is to take place during the current meeting.  Percy expressed her displeasure in any approval for this project.

	James Walstra made a motion to approve the drainage plan for the SolarPac / Zelestra Energy project with including the contingencies as presented by the Jasper County Compliance Monitor, VS Engineering.  Rein Bontreger seconded the motion.  Motion carried.

ADJOURN

	Rein Bontreger made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  James Walstra seconded the motion.  Motion approved.
